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F I N D  U S  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . H T L U T H E R A N . C O M

▶Clockwise from top 
left: with youth at 

Men on the Mountain, graduating 
seminary, ordination, Christmas 
Eve at First Lutheran, presiding at 
the communion table.

"Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own un-
derstanding; in all your ways submit 
to him, and he will make your paths 
straight." (Prov. 3:5-6)

Where do I even begin? 
Six years ago, I embarked 
on a journey to become a 
pastor. I moved to Arizona 
with my family, uncertain 
about what awaited us. I 
quickly discovered that the 
Holy Trinity family wel-
comed us with open 
arms, providing a true 
sense of home. Our 
family also grew with 
the arrival of a new 
baby, further enriching 
our lives. 

Most importantly, I 
met staff (Pastor Chris, 
Pastor Bernie, Shelli, 
Charles, Judi, and 
Steve), who became 
not just colleagues, but cherished 
friends and family.

My journey to the pastorate was 

not always smooth or enjoyable. 
However, thanks to my mentor, Pas-
tor Chris, her "boot camp" approach 
introduced me to 

a more effective way of ministering. 
Through her guidance, honest 

feedback, and unwavering support, 

she steered me in the right direction, 
teaching me how to navigate and ex-
cel in various aspects of church life.

This journey was possi-
ble not only because of the 
love and support I received 
at every turn, but also be-
cause of the opportunity to 
learn from my mistakes and 
spread my wings in ways 
that would have been im-
possible elsewhere. 

I am forever grateful for 
this community and hope 

that as I transition to 
First Evangelical I con-
tinue to be the pastor 
that you all helped me 
become.

-Pastor Luis E. 
Ochoa

A Journey in Ministry Like No OtherA Journey in Ministry Like No Other



Get involved at

www.htlutheran.com/events

Volunteers needed!Volunteers needed!
▶Youth and families 
serving breakfast to the 
homeless at Grace in 
the City.

Do you know an HT Hero?
Scan the QR code to the 

right to nominate the 
next HT Hero!

www.htlutheran.com/heroes


