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F I N D  U S  O N L I N E  A T  W W W . H T L U T H E R A N . C O M

When I was in seminary I was re-
quired to take a course titled, “Sys-
tematic Theology.” The course was 
about God and all the ins and outs of 
how God relates to the people he 
created. 

The final exam in 
this course contained 
one question: “Who is 
God?” I myself and 
many of my classmates 
filled blue exam books 
after blue exam book 
attempting to answer this question. 

When I got my exam books back 
they were filled with red marks with 

words like “no” and “not right” or 
“you didn’t listen.” Many of my class-
mates had the same remarks in their 
exam books as well. 

When we confronted the profes-
sor asking what the answer to the 

question was, he said the 
answer was one sentence: 
“God is whoever raised 
Jesus from the dead.” 

Easter is about not just 
the resurrection but about 
God. Easter is about what 

God did for the people he created. It 
is not about colored eggs, chocolate 
rabbits, or marshmallow peeps—it is 

about what God did to secure our 
salvation.

At Easter, God has secured our 
place in his heavenly kingdom 
through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. God has made it pos-
sible for us to live in his presence, 
not because we made the right 
choices or have done the right things 
or have chosen to live in a certain 
way but simply because God chose 
to act for us when he raised Jesus 
from the sleep of death. 

Easter is God’s act. 
God raised Jesus from the dead; 

Jesus did not raise himself, nor did 
we do anything  to earn this gift of 
new life. It was all God’s doing. 

God has acted for us on Easter. 
God has given us new life. God has 
destroyed death. God has opened 
wide the doors to heaven and wel-
comed all his people with open arms 
to the place in which you are loved 
and never alone!

“[We didn’t] do 
anything to earn 

this gift of new life. 
It was all God’s 

doing.”
-Pastor Bernie

-Pastor Bernie

New Life, New BeginningsNew Life, New Beginnings

Holy Week Service Times
April 17 • Maundy Thursday

5pm*
April 18 • Good Friday

2pm & 7pm*
April 20 • Easter Sunday

6am, 8:30am & 10am*

*service will be live-streamed.



-Charles

“I really felt there 
was an emphasis 

on serving others.”
-Mark Engel


